
  

 

All Church Worship — Old South Church in  Boston  

 

August 23rd, 2020  10:00 a.m. 

 

Twel�th Sunday a�ter Pentecost 

 

 Warning! To enter into the life of this people of God is to encounter God’s soul-challenging,  

life-changing, radicalizing love. Will you join us? Do you dare? 

  

GATHER 

  

PRELUDE  Oceans                                                                Carol Tornquist, arr. 

  

WELCOME          http://tinyurl.com/oscconnect                                                        Nancy S. Taylor 

Welcome to worship!  

Introduce yourself and connect with us by signing our Virtual Fellowship Pad. 
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 OPENING SONG    Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                                                              -.//0./1- 

 

Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by (laming tongues above. 

Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 

  

Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come,  

Come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God,  

Came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood. 

  

O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you.  

Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known;  

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 

  

 INVOCATION   

 O Jesus, be the canoe that holds me up in the sea of life;                                                                                                                  

 be the rudder that keeps me in the right stream;                                                                                                                                             

 be the outrigger that supports me in times of temptation.                                                                                                       

 Let your Spirit be my sail that carries me through each day.                                                                                                          

 Keep my body strong, so that I can paddle steadfastly on in the voyage of life.  Amen. 

                -  An Islander’s prayer from Melanesia 

 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                                                                             Shawn M. Fiedler  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

  

Eleanor Wells Steinborn 

Daughter of Ross and Cara Steinborn 

  

PRESENTATION AND INTRODUCTION                                                                                                                                              Nancy S. Taylor 

  

LITANY OF BAPTISM             

 One:  We are gathered to present Eleanor Wells to the Church and to dedicate her to God. What can we 

  a;firm about her? 

 Many:  She is a child of God, made in God’s image. 

 One:  As Eleanor Wells grows and matures, how will she know she is a child of God and how will she learn 

  of the Christian story? 

 Many:  We will tell her about Abraham and Sarah, the parents of our faith; about Moses and Miriam who 

  led our ancestors out of bondage; about Mary and Joseph’s openness to mystery; about the Savior, 

  Jesus. 

 One:  In turn, what will we expect of Eleanor? 

 Many:  We look forward to sitting with her at the Lord’s Table, sharing with her the costs and joys of  

  discipleship, learning and growing with her in the Christian pilgrimage, and declaring with one 

  voice our faith in God and God’s son, Jesus. 
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 One: Do you, Ross and Cara, parents, assume your primary responsibility for fulfilling these expectations by 

  growing with Eleanor in the Christian faith, helping her to become a faithful member of the church of 

  Jesus Christ, and by o;fering her the nurture and support of the Christian church? Will you agree to 

  guide Eleanor into becoming an engaged and complete human being, teaching her about personal 

  sacrifice for a greater good, about grace and reconciliation at times of human weakness, and the 

  power of unconditional love for all people? 

 Parents:  We happily and genuinely accept this serious duty. 

 One:  Old South Church, do you pledge to maintain a nurturing and challenging Christian environment for 

  Eleanor? 

 Many:  We do, for she belongs to us as well. 

 One:  Then, may God be with us. 

 Many:  God help us. Amen.  

   

BLESSING THE WATER 

             

BAPTISM 

 

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME                                                                                                                                                        John Lape, Deacon 

We rejoice in God’s empowering love, freely given to each and all. We welcome you, newly baptized, into the 

circle of love in Christ’s Church. We promise to pray for you, to seek the depths of faith with you, to support you, 

and to love you. We covenant with you to love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, and our 

neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

                                        

ATTEND 

  

SCRIPTURE  Exodus 2:1-10                                                        Joia Spooner-Fleming 

 

REFLECTION Midwives of Liberation                                                      Katherine A. Schofield 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  Change My Heart, O God                                                      Eddie Espinosa 

 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true; 

Change my heart, O God: may I be like You. 

 

You are the potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me — this is what I pray. 

 

Change my heart, O God... 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                                                                                                                       Shawn M. Fiedler 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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RESPOND 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING tinyurl.com/osc-online-giving                                                 Shawn M. Fiedler 

 

OFFERTORY  God Is Still Speaking                                                                         Marty Haugen 

Recorded October 27th, 2019 

 

God is still speaking: blessed invitation.  

God is still speaking: listen and draw near.  

God is still speaking: see a new creation.  

God is still speaking: stand and do not fear. 

 

Open up your ears to hear: God is still speaking.  

Living good news, strong and clear: listen and draw near.  

Through the struggle, grief and pain: God is still speaking.  

God can raise us up again: stand and do not fear. (refrain) 

 

In the bleak and midnight hour: God is still speaking. 

Sing the word of truth to power: listen and draw near. 

To our fragile, wounded earth: God is still speaking. 

God can bring new hope to birth: stand and do not fear. (refrain) 

 

Though the nations rage and fight: God is still speaking.  

Hear the voice of grace and light: listen and draw near.  

Choose the way that leads to peace: God is still speaking.  

True compassion, sweet release: stand and do not fear. (refrain) 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION      

  

CLOSING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                                                                         0F-G/.HI 

 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

here revealed to us through God’s word, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound! [repeat] 

 

Christ is able to make us one, at his table he set the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. 

Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound!  [repeat] 

 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: God — Immanuel — everywhere! 

Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again. Pass the Word around: loaves abound!  [repeat] 

 

BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                    Katherine A. Schofield 
 

POSTLUDE Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now, BWV 655                                                   J.S. Bach  
 

 

 



5 

 

In lieu of Llowers giMts have been made to the 

Allston Brighton Food Pantry 

by Suzanne Bacon in loving memory  

of her mother Geraldine Fillmore Bacon. 
 

 

 

 A Note on Today’s Music from 

George Sargeant, Asso ciate  Organist and  Cho irm aste r: 
 

J.S. Bach's Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now comes from the "18 Great" ("Leipzig") Chorales, a collection of earlier 

compositions he gathered and edited into their final versions during his last decade of life. It is based upon a hymn 

tune he was intimately familiar with, as it was oMten sung before the sermon in Lutheran churches in Leipzig. It 

takes the form of a trio in which only one voice at a time is assigned to right hand, leMt hand, and pedal, though Bach 

does sneak an additional note into the leMt hand in the final chord! The result is a delicate dance in which the hymn 

melody is cleverly disguised in the counterpoint, only heard clearly in the final section when it appears in long notes 

in the pedal.  

 

 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT OLD SOUTH 

 

Check out the church website at www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of virtual events, and the general 

website www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and other information about this storied ship of faith! 

 

CCLI #2802138 
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OLD SOUTH CHURCH => BOSTON 

MINISTERS, OFFICERS, & STAFF 
 

 Nancy S. Taylor, Se nio r Ministe r  James W. Crawford, Se nio r Ministe r Em e ritus  

Katherine A. Schofield, Inte rim  Asso ciate  Ministe r  Shawn M. Fiedler, Acting Asso ciate  Ministe r  

Mitchell Crawford, Ministe r o f Music  

Kate Nintcheu, Dire cto r, Child re n & Fam ily Ministries  

Donald A. Wells, The o lo gian in Re sid e nce  June R. Cooper, The o lo gian in the City 

Amo Ngoepe, Vo lunte e r Pastoral Resident  

David Story, We d d ing Ministe r  Ken Orth, He aling Wo rship Ministe r 

Martha Schick, Yo uth & Yo ung Ad ult Ministrie s Le ad e r  
 

Carolyn Davis, Dire cto r, Old South Preschool  

George Sargeant, Asso ciate  Organist & Cho irm aste r 

Tim Harbold, Dire cto r, Go spe l Cho ir   Willie Sordillo, Dire cto r, Jazz Wo rship Music  

Peter Coulombe, Dire cto r, Old So uth Ringe rs  Amy Budka, Child re n’s Music Leader  
 

Phil Stern, Mo d e rato r  Rob Gabler, Cle rk  Bill Bulkeley, Tre asure r  

Randy Billings, Chair, Bo ard  o f Truste e s  Kate Silfen, Histo rian   

Reuben Bonilla-Santiago & Susan Navia, Se nio r De aco ns  Vicki Newman, Ple d ge  Se cre tary 
 

Helen McCrady, Se nio r Church Ad m inistrato r  John Braught, Dire cto r o f Operatio ns  

Jamie Garuti, Co m m unicatio ns Ad m inistrato r  Rebecca Pasipanodya, Assistant Church Ad m inistrato r  

Linda Van Praet, Acco unting & Hum an Re so urce s  Ralph Watson, Sno wd e n Partne rship Co o rd inato r 

 Allison Albaugh, We d d ing Co o rd inato r  Emily Ross, Archivist  William Wei, Vid e o  Ed iting Spe cialist 

 

Elias Perez, Se nio r Se xto n  Ozo Nwodo, Richard Serebour, & David Brode, Sexto ns 

Corey Spence, We e kd ay Re ce ptio nist 

Shirley Bivins, Rubia Reyes, George Sargeant, & Vernon Walker, Eve ning & We e ke nd  Receptionists 

A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE 

Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation carved into 

the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who seek to know God. 
Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual is a child of God, and 

recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, 
creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, and 

gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We invite everyone to join in the 
common life and mission of our reconciling community through participation and leadership in this 

congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of this church. As we all move forward 
with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation 

and in the world.  On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s 

love and grace to be our help and guide. 

 


