
Leave the tomb and go

“But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
“But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you."

Good morning.
Good Easter morning.
Yes it is still Easter

When we with Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome, see that Jesus is not in the tomb, we are shocked,
alarmed. As the writer of Mark puts it:

“As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.

“But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.

“But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you."



Remember your Easter service in person here two years ago? It
must have been marvelous. It was April 21, 2019. I was at St.
Stephen’s on Shawmut Avenue. There were flowers everywhere.
Several children were baptized. The hymns were great; we sang
one of my favorites—

“Christ is alive! Not throned above, remotely high, untouched
unmoved by human pains, but daily in the midst of life, our
Savior with the Father reigns.

In every insult, rift, and war where color scorn or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, though ever
crucified.”

What if at the end of the last hymn at the service that Easter Day
someone you had never seen before stood in the back of the
church and in a firm loud voice said, “Leave the tomb and
go—just as he told you. Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell
everyone that he is going ahead of you to Galilee, to Roxbury, to
Dorchester, to Mass. Ave. and Melnea Cass Boulevard... there
you will see him, just as he told you."

I am called to consider that Jesus was raised and went on to raise
up the work organizing love and mercy and justice and called
the disciples to raise up and meet him in those places to work



and organize for love and mercy and justice. We are those
disciples raised up called to meet Jesus in Galilee. My friend,
the late Bishop Barbara Harris believed this and would again
and again remind us, We are an Easter people in a Good Friday
world.

We have seen how frighteningly terrible this Good Friday world
can be: The disparities of health and of economics and over it all
the disparities of race. All clearer and clearer before us these
past fifteen months.

“But go...he is going ahead of you...there you will see him, just
as he told you.” He told you:

I was hungry and you fed me,
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,
I was homeless and you gave me a room,
I was shivering and you gave me clothes,
I was sick and you stopped to visit,
I was in prison and you came to me

Christians should read these texts as instructions to the Church.

We are raised up to be parts of the living breathing body of
Christ.  This is a fact, and also a calling – a calling to move
beyond our own limited understandings of ourselves to taking



our rightful position as agents, together, of God’s transformation
of the world.

Jesus is raised. Jesus has raised an Easter people. That is why
today is Easter.

A year before I began to work full time as a community
organizer in the civil rights movement —1962, it was
November—And I got a phone call. And the person on the
line—and now I can't remember who it was—said Byron, you
got to go outside and buy a New Yorker, James Baldwin is in
The New Yorker. And so I went out and I got the New Yorker
and I read that long piece which he entitled “A Letter From My
Mind.”

And it ends with these words:

If we—and now, I mean the relatively conscious whites and the
relatively conscious blacks...—do not falter in our duty now, we
may be able, handful that we are to end the racial nightmare and
achieve our country and change the history of the world. If we
do not now dare  everything, the fulfillment of the prophecy
recreated from the Bible in song by a slave, is upon us: God
gave Noah, the rainbow sign. No more water. The fire next time!

Please. Please members of Old South, please, Christians, Easter
people, let us not falter in our duty now. We are able, small



group of followers of Jesus, handful that we are, able to end the
racial and economic nightmare of so many and achieve our
country and change the history of the world. If we do not now
dare everything, the fulfillment of that prophecy will be upon us:
God gave Noah the rainbow sign. No more water. The fire next
time.


